
AREA BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

MINUTES OF A PUBLIC HEARING 
 

DATE.............................................................................................................January 22, 2003 
TIME...............................................................................................................7:00 P.M. 
PLACE ..........................................................................................................CO. OFFICE BLDG. 
 20 N. 3RD STREET 
 LAFAYETTE IN  47901 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT                  MEMBERS ABSENT STAFF PRESENT 
Mark Hermodson         Ralph Webb   Sallie Fahey 
Steve Clevenger        Miriam Osborn   Krista Trout 
Edward Weast               Joanna Grama, Atty. 
Bruce Junius        Michelle D’Andrea  
Jean Hall         
         
The Area Board of Zoning Appeals of Tippecanoe County public hearing was held on the 
22nd day of January 2003, at 7:00 P.M., pursuant to notice given and agenda posted as 
provided by law. 
 
President Mark Hermodson called the meeting to order. 
 
I. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
   
Mark Hermodson opened the floor to nominations for President. 
 
Steve Clevenger moved that Mark Hermodson be nominated for President. Jean Hall 
seconded the motion. 
 
Bruce Junius moved to close nominations for President. Jean Hall seconded and the 
motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Edward Weast moved that Jean Hall be nominated for Vice President. Bruce Junius 
seconded the motion. 
 
Steve Clevenger moved to close nominations for Vice President. Bruce Junius seconded 
and the motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Jean Hall moved that Legal Counsel be nominated for Secretary. Steve Clevenger 
seconded and the motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Jean Hall moved that a unanimous ballot be cast for all offices.  Steve Clevenger seconded 
and the motion carried by voice vote. 
  
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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Jean Hall moved to approve the minutes of the December 4, 2002 public hearing. 
Steve Clevenger seconded and the motion was carried by voice vote. 

 
  III.     NEW BUSINESS 

             
            Jean Hall moved to put the Amendment to the By-Laws, BZA filing fees, on the floor. 

Steve Clevenger seconded the motion. 

Sallie Fahey read the staff report and reviewed the fee structure.  
 
Mark Hermodson informed the Board that the County Council has asked all 
departments to look at fees in an effort to increase revenue. He said that the Area 
Plan Commission debated the issue at length and increased most of the fees with a 
few exceptions. He stated that the reasoning not to increase variance fees was they  
would be a burden on individual citizens. He reiterated that the County Council was 
anxious to recoup some of the costs to process. He pointed out that James Hawley 
did a very thorough job of analyzing staff’s time and costs to process. He mentioned 
that the proposal that was presented would have recovered 40-50% of the cost to 
process. He stated that with no change in the variance filing fees, it comes out to just 
under 50%. He pointed out that the petitioners are not being asked to cover the 
entire cost to process. He informed the Board that these were compared to other 
Plan Commissions and Boards of Zoning Appeals around the state and the 
proposed fees are very much in line with other counties that have significant growth. 
He explained that this motion changes the ABZA by-laws and puts the fees under 
control of the APC. 
 
Sallie Fahey explained that they would be removing it from the ordinance and putting 
it in the By-Laws. She mentioned that it is much easier to amend a by-law than an 
ordinance. 
 
Jean Hall asked for clarification that this would eliminate the ABZA as an overseer. 
 
Sallie Fahey stated that anything concerning fees, has to begin with the APC. She 
said that because it is in the ABZA by-laws, there is a possibility of conflict with the 
board.   
 
Jean Hall stated that this seems to streamline the process a bit. 
 
Sallie Fahey agreed. She stated that it also clarifies that the fees set by the APC and 
secondarily by the ABZA by-laws also apply to the Lafayette Division of BZA. She 
pointed out that has always been known, but not clarified. 
 
The motion to adopt the Amendment to the By-Laws was carried by voice vote. 
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IV. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Jean Hall moved that there be incorporated into the public hearing portion of each 
application to be heard this evening and to become part of the evidence at such 
hearing, the Unified Zoning Ordinance, the Unified Subdivision Ordinance, the 
Comprehensive Plan, the Bylaws of the Area Board of Zoning Appeals, the 
application and all documents filed therewith, the staff report and recommendation 
on the application to be heard this evening, and responses from the checkpoint 
agencies.  Steve Clevenger seconded and the motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Sallie Fahey informed the board that two hours after the packet was mailed, a letter 
was received withdrawing BZA-1627—JAMES ANDREW.  She mentioned that 
they would be erecting a conforming freestanding sign.  She said that it was not 
known if they would return with a request for more signage on the building.  She 
informed the Board that BZA-1629 HAWKINS OUTDOOR ADVERTISING could 
not be heard because the other billboard is still standing and they did not seek a 
variance for a reduced separation between billboards. She stated that because of 
that, the petitioner submitted a letter requesting continuance to the February 
meeting. 
 
Jean Hall moved to continue BZA-1629 HAWKINS OUTDOOR ADVERTISING to 
the February 26, 2003 Area Board of Zoning Appeals meeting. Steve Clevenger 
seconded and the motioned carried by voice vote. 
 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
VI. ADJOURNMENT  

 
Jean Hall moved to adjourn the meeting. Steve Clevenger seconded and the motion 
carried by voice vote. 
 

 The meeting adjourned at 7:20 P.M. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 

  
 Michelle D’Andrea 
 Recording Secretary 
  
 Reviewed by, 

  
 Sallie Dell Fahey 
 Assistant Director 
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